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EDITORIAL 


elcome to the third PDF ‘zine issue of 
Tolkien Gleanings. I once more offer a 
unified collection of my recent “Tolkien 
Gleanings’, these being blog posts which 
track useful items and events of interest to Tolkien 
scholars, academics and perhaps collectors and artists. 


I’m pleased to make two new discoveries via this issue’s 
Gleanings, albiet small ones. Tolkien’s Aunt Jane’s 
“Devon” cottage was actually on Dartmoor rather than at 
the seaside, and the village of Great Haywood had a large 
building called ‘The Ring’. Both of these are rather minor 
Tolkien discoveries, but they are new ones all the same. 
Here the reader will also find several musings on words 
relevant to Tolkien, including “tottering”, “trotting”, 
“ninnyhammer” and the name of Goldberry. I further 
offer readers a choice selection of views of Tolkien’s 
Exeter College, including a fine bird’s-eye view made in 
1915 when Tolkien was there. If one looks closely in the 
bottom-right of this picture, one can see the students in 
military uniform and departing for the war. 


As always I welcome guest contributions for future issues, 
especially reviews of less well-known non-fiction books 
relating to Tolkien and his works. The best way to 
contact me is to simply drop a comment on my Spyders 
of Burslem blog. A Patreon link can also be found there. 


— David Haden, Stoke-on-Trent, England. 9th April 2023. 
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TOP TOTTY 


ON TOT TERING AND TROTTING 


n Anglo-Saxon Bosworth- 
Toller gives totty only in the 
form of the basic root fot, ‘a 
projection’. A look at other 

sources suggests high ‘lookout 
(post)’ in the military sense. The 
implication is that the post’s 
elevated watchers look about or 
‘project’ their gaze about ‘here 
and there’, turning their heads in 
a way that is uncertain to the 
distant viewer. An old dictionary 
suggests a root in the Old 

Norse totter. This is still 
understood today, as in ‘she 
tottered about here and there’, or 
its use by the aged Bilbo: “caught 
me tottering about in the 

wild” (Lord of the Rings). There 
was also an ancient Belgian word 
with similar meaning. “Tootling 
about’ then appears to be the 
more modern car-inflected form. 
One could today talk about a 
taller old person ‘tottering about’ 
the town on legs, but the same 
person would ‘tootle about’ in a 
small car — with the ‘toot’ part of 
the word implying a certain 
giddiness of driving that means 
the horn has to be tooted more 


often than not. Which might 
cause heads to turn. ‘Uncertain 
(direction), dizzy, tottering about 
giddily’ then seems to be the 
broad older meaning. 


The 1913 Webster's had... 


Totty (?), a. [Old English toti. Cf. 
Totter.] Unsteady; dizzy; tottery. 
[Obsolete or Provincial Engish], 
[used by] Sir W. Scott. 


“For yet his noule [head] was totty 
of the must”. — Spenser. 


On finding the full text of the 
Spenser quote we see this relates 
to wine... 


Then came October full of merry 
glee: / For, yet his noule [head] 
was totty [dizzy] of the must 
[fresh fuming juice from the 
wine], / which he was treading in 
the wine-vats see, / And of the 
joyous oyle [oil], whose gentle 
gust / Made him so frollick and so 
full of lust. — Edmund Spenser, 
The Faerie Queene, Book VII 
(1605), Canto VII, Stanza 39. 


Consider also the use of “tot” for 
drinking, as in the British naval 
“tot of ram”. One gives the 
seaman not only his gulp of hard 
liquor (the ‘tot’), but also the 
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‘tottering’ effect it will then have 
on the head and gait. 


Yet the word is not just relevant 
to dizziness caused by wine or 
rum or (in a few Middle-English 
military examples) by a sharp 
blow to the head which implies 
that a man’s head ‘spins’. “Giddy, 
hare-brained” is a definition 
from the Universal Etymological 
English Dictionary (1720s/30s) 
and shows it can imply a general 
colt-ish giddiness of movement. 


Tolkien uses this meaning in his 
1923 ‘reconstruction’ version of 
the rhymed lyric “The Cat and 
the Fiddle” (History of Middle- 
earth: Return of the Shadow)... 


The man in the moon had drunk 
too deep / The ostler’s cat was 


totty 


This idea of colt-ish giddiness 
brings me to the modern 
meaning of totty — ‘attractive 
nicely-dressed girls, long-legged 
and frisky and a bit giddy’. This 
meaning is not understood by all, 
curiously. For instance a 
colleague was once showing a 
workman round a 16-18 college, 
and he later reported in the staff 
room that he had been utterly 
baffled by the man’s frank man- 
to-man exclamations about the 
vast amount of ‘totty’ to be seen 
in the place. He assumed the 
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workman was referring to some 
kind of builder’s putty that had 
been used on the building’s 
fabric. Only later was the fellow 
told the meaning every working- 
man in the Black Country knew. 
It is thus something of a class- 
based word. This is also implied 
in the commonly understood 
idea among English working- 
class men of ‘posh totty’ and ‘top 
totty’, terms which make implicit 
class distinctions. 


One can see how this meaning 
might broadly relate back to the 
Old English idea of an elevated 
lookout post. Both a lookout 
tower and a ‘frisky female’ totty 
being, by implication, ‘tall’ and 
also something to which one’s 
eye is immediately “drawn to’. 
They are ‘head-turners’, in other 
words. Consider also that a tall 
thin watch-tower atop a 
projection in the landscape is 
also something which one might 
ascend in a dizzying spiral 
manner, and at the top one 
might have had a dizzying head- 
turning view. 


All of which is interesting re: 
Tolkien, when you consider that 
Aragorn was originally to have 
been named ‘Trotter’. Having 
wooden prosthetic feet, his name 
might initially seem to some to 
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have implied ‘unsteady’, 
‘tottering about’. 


And yet the word ‘Trotter’ 
implies both a pig’s trotters and 
a horse’s trot, which are both 
very firm and steady things, 
quite the opposite of human 
tottering. Tot- (giddy 
movement, elevated, head) 
and trot (sure steady 
movement, grounded, foot) 
then look to me like similarly- 
named opposites. 


Tolkien himself uses the word 
‘tottery’ to indicate someone 
still crippled after a bout of ill- 
health, as in his opening to a 
1937 personal letter... 


“T have been ill and am still 
rather tottery...” 


We might think of this today as 
rather a comedic Benny Hill 
Show type of word. Yet note 
that Tolkien uses “tottering” at 
three very key moments in The 
Lord of the Rings. Once when 
Eowyn rises to make the final 
defeat of the Witch King. Again 
when Frodo rises to try to cross 
the lethal bridge to Minas 
Morgul with the Ring. And then 
when the Towers of the Teeth 
finally fall into dust and Sauron 
is at last defeated. 
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Similarly at the fall of Numenor 

the word “totter” is also used... 
“The.mountain goes up to 
heaven in flame and vapour; the 
hills totter, slide, and crumble: 
the land founders. 
The glory has gone down into 
the deep waters” 


Evidently Tolkien did not find 
the word to be at all comedic in 
tone. He felt able to deploy it at 
four of the most serious and key 
points in his Legendarium. 


One gets a similar feeling about 
his sense of the normality of the 
name “Trotter” and also the act 
of “trotting”. For instance when 
Bombadil or Samwise are 
described in passing as 
“trotting” this appears a simple 
indication of a customary quick 
movement type and nothing 
more. 


One might argue that in the 
case of Butterbur — when it is 
used several times early in 
order to establish his character 
as a busy innkeeper — it is 
indeed intended to raise a 
smile. But we cannot be sure of 
this. It may just seem like this 
today, when we have come to 
associate ‘trotting’ with 
something an animal such as a 
horse or pig might do. 
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Tolkien seems instead to have 
considered it a very normal 
human action, albeit also an 
action that one shared with 
horses and ponies. Possibly there 
was something of the military in 
this, as in one early letter Tolkien 
talks of his First World War 
training in mid Staffordshire and 
his “trotting” on the parade 
ground to keep warm in bitter 
winter weather. We have rather 
forgotten the once common 
phrase of command that was “On 
the trot!” A force of military men 
might move up to face the enemy 
“on the trot” with rifles 
shouldered, or a busy master 
might keep his young 

“assistant on the trot all day”. In 
the American Civil War one 
might state of soldiers that... “the 
men trotted along with steady, 
rapid step”. 


Certainly Tolkien feels able to 
use the word for yet another key 
and emotionally moving 
moment, Bilbo’s final and lasting 
departure from Bag End... 


“followed by his three 
companions went round into his 
garden, and trotted down the 
long sloping path. He jumped 
over a low place in the hedge at 
the bottom, and took to the 
meadows, passing into the night 
like a rustle of wind in the 
grass.” @ 


On ‘ninny-hammer’ 
Ly’ 


In Lord of the Rings, Samwise calls 
himself a ninnyhammer. The term 
was once commonly known and used. 
Johnson's Dictionary (1819,Vol. 2) 
has... “has saved that clod-pated, 
numskull’d ninny-hammer of yours 
from ruin”. It is also in Samuel Dyer’s 
Dialect of the West Riding of 
Yorkshire: A Short History of Leeds 
(1891), and Tolkien was at Leeds... 


“I thought ye Londoners ha’ known 
everything; a gawvison’s [the same as] 
a ninny-hammer.” — quoted from a 
farce partly written in dialect. 


Baring-Gould, in his book Iceland, its 
scenes and sagas (1863) offers this as 
a possible source... 


“The old Norse used einn-hammar to 
signify a man in his right senses; with 
the negative particle nei before it, it 
would have a contrary meaning, and 
may have originated our word. One 
who was not einn-hammar was 
possessed, and capable of becoming a 
werewolf, or going into fits of madness 
on the smallest provocation.” 


In Old Norse hammar, hamar seems 
to have been applied to any sort of 
‘steep stone’ such as a blocky rocky 
outcrop or crag, with cliff sides. Thus 
if the use of einn-hammar meant the 
equivalent of someone being mentally 
as ‘solid as a rock’, then nei-hammar 
would be the equivalent of a person 
being ‘a cracked blockhead’. 


Later in English dialect it was taken to 
refer to a hammer, and blended with 
the already existing ninny. 
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ON GOLDBERRY 


A WELSH CONNECTION? 


om Bombadil’s 
young companion 
Goldberry has long 
been a small mystery 
in Tolkien studies. In the 
internal chronology of the tale, 
and by her associations, she is 
obviously intended to embody 
the turning season of the year in 
which she is encountered — late 
September. The ‘Indian 
Summer’, that warm and mellow 
and sunny, but increasingly 
blustery and wet, time between 
the harvest and the first of the 
dangerous autumn gales. She is 
also called by old Tom the “river 
-daughter”, which indicates her 
place-of-finding and parentage. 
She was found in a “pool” in the 
river, and is called “the river- 
woman’s daughter” in a song. 
Her general associations are 
then with flowing water, either 
in the form of a river or rains 
pouring freely from the skies. 


On looking into the initial 
possibilities of some native 
derivation for her name I 


immediately encountered not 
‘river’ but the Welsh aur, 
meaning ‘gold’. Goldberry’s 
golden/autumnal attributes 
then made me wonder if this 
Welsh aur word was once 
looked into by Tolkien, perhaps 
even as he followed up the 
various Anglo-Saxon meanings 
of aur— and ear— in relation to 
his early quest for the word 
earendel. We know that he had 
an early interest in Welsh, even 
if he had little time for its often 
rather bristling 20th century 
proponents and its many fakers 
and fudgers. Could he then have 
found an Old Welsh inspiration 
for Goldberry? 


This possibility seemed worth 
considering and exploring, even 
if modern students of Welsh 
might now frown on my 
suppositions about their 
language. I then also wondered 
if there was some generic name 
for ‘gold-coloured-berries’ in the 
Welsh sources? I found no 
specific name for such. 
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Yet it was very interesting to learn 
that easily edible ‘berries’ in 
general were collectively called 
aereon or aeron (pronounced 
air—on). This general name is 
remarkable in terms of the 
apparent spoken similarity to the 
first part of the Anglo-Saxon word 
earendel, and is especially notable 
when one considers that Wales is 
directly adjacent to early Mercia 
in which the earendel word was 
scribed. This was of course the 
very word from which Tolkien’s 
legendarium would spring. 
Though there appears to be no 
philological linkage to be made — 
other than the similarity of sound 
in the words. 


More specifically, in Wales aereon 
or aeron meant ‘small cultivated 
summer fruits’, such as apples 
(then far smaller and more golden 
than they are today) and the semi- 
cultivated shrub berries, which 
may be eaten raw. Fruits such as 
plums that needed preparation, 
such as boiling or sweetening with 
honey, had the similar but ei— 
name of eirin. The Cornish aeran 
was very similar, meaning ‘plum 
fruits’. The Irish had airne, ‘sloe 
berries’. These words seem to be 
ancient and they appear to delve 
back toward a very basic meaning 
of ‘a rising either side of a furrow, 
which is the same as the plump- 
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but-furrowed shape of an apple, 
peach or plum-like fruit. There 
would also have been the obvious 
natural resemblance of such to a 
female pubic mound and cleft. 
Consider also that apples have 
had a long and deep association 
with love and with the love-deity 
Venus. Venus as the morning-star 
is a key candidate for earendel. 


There is even an inherently 
watery implication in the word, 
beyond the juice of the ripe fruit. 
Consider that fields leading down 
to rivers were where an early 
agricultural people planted their 
orchards and fruit hedges. For 
instance, an English orchard 
manual of 1638 has... 
“The best site is on low grounds, 
(and if you can), neere unto a 
River ... a fitter place cannot be 
chosen for an Orchard, than a low 
plaine by a river side” (from A new 
Orchard and Garden, or, The best 
way for planting, 1638). 
Thus there is a nexus of meanings 
arising from aur— and aer— from 
which a fiction writer might 
extract a female ‘Goldberry’ name 
alluding to golden berries. And 
yet also have it poetically allude at 
a deeper level to flowing water 
and rivers — and perhaps even to 
the sound-alike Old English 
earendel (if understood as 
the star-deity Venus). @ 
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Items of possible interest to Tolkien scholars, collectors, and 
devotees, as found from January to April 2023. 


: Forthcoming is a new scholarly book from Kent State 
University Press, titled Pity, Power, and Tolkien’s Ring: To Rule 
the Fate of Many. Due toward the end of 2023, with Amazon UK 
currently offering a shipping-date perilously close to Christmas, 
“12th December”. The publisher’s blurb has the book as a... 


remarkable work of close reading and analysis, Thomas P. Hillman gets 
to the heart of the tension between pity and the desire for power in 
Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings. As the book traces the entangled story of 
the One Ring and its effects, we come to understand Tolkien’s central 
paradox: while pity is necessary for destroying the Ring, it cannot save 
the Ring-bearer from the Ring’s lies and corruption. [...] Instead of 
turning his interpretation to allegory or apologetics, Hillman 
demonstrates how the story works metaphorically, allowing Tolkien to 
embrace both Catholic views and pagan mythology. 


+ The new French fannish magazine Generation Cites 
d’Or #10 (2023) is a “Tolkien Special”, with articles. 


+ In May 2023 Canada’s Maple Moot will happen in Toronto, 
taking the theme of ‘Northern Spirit’... 


“an ancient virtue [...] we will explore the meaning of Northern Spirit, its 
thematic influence in Tolkien’s legendarium, and its origins in fantasy 
and literature.” 


+ Newly published in the UK, the hardcover edition of the 
Tolkien book The Battle of Maldon: together with The 
Homecoming of Beorhtnoth. The previously unpublished material 
here is reported to be Tolkien’s own prose translation of the Anglo 
-Saxon “The Battle of Maldon”, and his unpublished lecture “The 
Tradition of Versification in Old English” (late 1920s?). 
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+ Forthcoming later in 2023, a new graphic novel about the 
young Tolkien, provisionally titled Tolkien: Lighting Up The 
Darkness. That title may change before publication, since the Estate 
would appear to have a clear case of trademark infringement 
regarding the front-cover’s sizing, styling and colour of ‘Tolkien’... 


ABLAZE 
TOT] VICENI 
<7 a I< rIS4N 


LIGHTING UP THE DARKNESS 


DURAFFOURG CARACUZZO. ODONI 


The book lists as “112 pages”, so it’s not the sort of chunky 240-page 
graphic novel that an English reader might expect. Indeed, those 112 
pages are probably padded, since I see the French 

site Tolkiendil mentions “82 pages” of actual story. Which suggests 
it’s a French BD. Yes, turns out that it’s an English translation of a 
BD already available in French, Tolkien: Eclairer les 

Tenebres (2019), and in Italian as Tolkien: Rischiarare le 

Tenebre (2021). A Tolkiendil review picked up some small factual 
errors, but was generally positive. The interior art looks excellent. 


+ A one-hour YouTube lecture on “J.R.R. Tolkien on Homes and 
Havens” (2021). The audio is excellent. Now also a paywalled 
scholarly article of the same title, in the new edition of Logos: A 
Journal of Catholic Thought and Culture (Spring 2023). 


+ A recent Texas Tolkien Talk Podcast discussed the recent 
biography The Gallant Edith Bratt with the book’s author Nancy 
Bunting. 
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+ A Signum University announcement this week, Introducing 
“Tolkien Illustrated: Picturing the Legendarium”. This being a 
trailer for a Summer 2023 online course at Signum, booking now 
and starting ist May 2023. 


+ A demo ofa fragment of The Silmarillion as read by an 
ElevenLabs Al-generated TTS voice. Rather pleasing and clear, 
considering it’s just a quick demo generated from YouTube clips of 
the older ‘grandpa’ Tolkien speaking to the media in the 1960s. 


* Amazon UK is listing a new academic book of 230 pages, set 
for publication at the end of September 2023. Titled J.R.R. Tolkien 
in Central Europe: Context, Directions, and the Legacy. It’s a 
Routledge collection and, as you might expect from this publisher, 
the book sounds rather theoretical-political... 


“The essays move between and across theories of cultural and social 
history, reception, adaptation and audience studies, and offer 
methodological reflections on the various cultural perceptions of Tolkien’s 
oeuvre and its impact on twenty-first century manifestations.” [also] 
examines the entanglement of fantasy and Central European political and 
cultural shifts [...] across different domains from communist times through 
today.” 


+ The Novium Museum in Chichester, England, launches “The 
Magic of Middle-earth” exhibition on Saturday 1st April 2023. This 
is a large popular touring show, free at some venues but here with a 
£4 ticket price. The show will run through the summer and close on 
24th September. 


. “The bees of Beorn in J.R.R. Tolkien’s fictional Middle- 
earth” (August 2022), a Bee Histories article by a bee specialist. 
Warning: the site pops up a page-blocking overlay. If you want 
more on Tolkien, bees and honey-cakes, then the Tea with 
Tolkien podcast had a guest episode “On Beorn & 

Beekeeping” (2019) with beekeeper Daniel Stewart. 


+ The Hollywood Reporter has seen Amazon’s viewing figures 
for That Recent TV Series, and reports this week that “only 37 
percent” of buyers actually finished watching the eight-episode 
series. 
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+ The Archdiocese of Madrid has launched a crowd-funder... “to 
create the world’s largest geo-location map along a walking trail 
based on The Lord of the Rings“. This being their... “79 mile ‘El 
Camino del Anillo’ in the Sierra Norte hills”, about 20 miles north of 
the Spanish capital city of Madrid. 


4) 


REINO d€ LOS 
homesres 


+: >; AAUSED HE a H 
ix avs > j 


: 


Launched in 2020, this is an apparently “Tolkien-esque” and openly 
Catholic eight-day hill-walking trail. The idea seems to be to take a 
depopulating landscape and — over time, building on what’s already 
there — to make it a circular journey through varied landscapes 
evoking those of The Lord of the Rings. 
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= In Spain, the launch of a new national Catholic Tolkien 
Association... 


“In the heart of the new Association are the priest Antonio Izquierdo, 
parish priest in Mostoles (Madrid); Diego Blanco Albarova, popular author 
of the children’s books in the El Club del Fuego Secreto series; and Joaquin 
Ocana, a “passionate Tolkinian” with experience organizing groups.” 


+ The Franciscan University of Steubenville (Pittsburgh, USA) is 
set to hold a Tolkien Conference in the Autumn/Fall. Titled “A Long 
Expected Party: A Semicentennial Celebration Of Tolkien’s Life, 
Works, And Afterlife”, the conference will run 22nd-23rd September 
2023. Submissions of papers... “reflecting on less studied elements 
of Tolkien’s legendarium and recently published works” are 
welcomed, with a 30th April 2023 deadline. 


+ A listing for a French exhibition catalogue, Sur les Traces de 
Tolkien et de L’imaginaire Medieval (‘In the Footsteps of Tolkien 
and the Medieval Imagination’) reveals a large Paris exhibition in 
summer 2023. The... 


“exhibition will feature over 250 drawings and paintings by John Howe [...] 
concept illustrator on the two cinema trilogies The Lord of the 

Rings and The Hobbit. [...] The exhibition is accompanied by authentic 
objects from the medieval period and punctuated by pictures that would 
have been contemporary for the young Tolkien, drawing notably on the 
works of the Pre-Raphaelite movement.” 


The 192 page hardcover catalogue is currently dated “21st June 
2023” by Amazon UK. 


+ New from Word on Fire, a one-hour panel talk on YouTube... 


“Andrew Petiprin moderates a conversation between leading J.R.R. Tolkien 
scholar Dr. Holly Ordway and leading C.S. Lewis scholar Fr. Michael Ward. 
The pair debate and discuss J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis, two Christian 
literary giants of the twentieth century.” 


+ New on Archive.org to borrow, a scan of the book War and the 
works of J.R.R. Tolkien (2004). If the book interests, note also the 
course listing at Signum University for Autumn/Fall 

2023, “Tolkien’s Wars and Middle-earth” with John Garth. 
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* A review of a recent book with chapters offering Orthodox 
Perspectives on Tolkien’s Fantastic Realm (2021). Among others the 
reviewer notes... 


“Richard Seraphim Rohlins splendidly adds to the best of Tolkien 
scholarship by explaining in close detail the reference to medieval church 
architecture made by Tolkien...”. 


3 The U.K. National Archives reports that... “T!'wo handwritten 
letters penned by J.R.R. Tolkien have been discovered for the first 
time”... 


“Written in 1945, shortly after Tolkien’s appointment as Professor of 
English Language and Literature at Merton College, Oxford, the letters are 
part of an exchange with the British Council about funding for his research 
into early English languages.” 


These are genuinely newly-found letters, not a re-announcement. 


+ The editors of the academic journal The Incredible Nineteenth 
Century: Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Fairy Tale... 


“will host an online conference via Zoom on 31st March — ist April 2023. 
The theme is “Beginnings” and we will be exploring how, in many ways, the 
nineteenth century saw the birth of science fiction and fantasy as we know 
them as well as the scholarly study of folk and fairy tales.” 


Sadly the deadline for registration for attendance has now passed, 
but hopefully recordings will become available on YouTube. 


+  Ahandy YouTube playlist for “G.B. Smith and J.R.R. Tolkien: a 
meaningful friendship”. This being a scholarly conference held at 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, 21st-22nd March 2023. There are 
some rather good talks in here, though the sound quality and 
legibility of the speakers is rather variable. 


* ~~ Dr. Wotan’s Musings has full details of the Tolkien Sessions at 
the Leeds International Medieval Congress (July 2023). Talks 
include, among others: “Tolkien’s Development of the Elvish 
Languages at Leeds, 1920-1925”; “Travel and the Quest Motif in 
Tolkien’s Work”; and “Out of the Great Sea: Of Elendil and Legends 
Old and New”. 
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+ An eBay sale listing alerted me that there was once a place 
called “The Ring” at Tolkien’s Great Haywood in mid Staffordshire... 


“Samuel Wyatt’s other group at Great Haywood was regrettably demolished 
in about 1965. Known as the Ring, it comprised a hollow hexagon formed of 
16 cottages with a communal bake-oven in the centre of the inner 

yard.” (Country Life magazine, 1977). 


One of the cottages served as a schoolroom. Erected sometime after 
the Great Flood of 1795, to house many of the former villagers of 
Shugborough. Probably built c. 1800-1806. Therefore the ‘Ring’ was 
there in Tolkien’s time. 


| THE RING, AN OCTAGONAL GROUP OF COTTAGES AT GREAT HAYWOOD, STAFFORDSHIRI 


+ Listed as due in mid September 2023, a new edition of Letters 
from J.R.R. Tolkien. “Featuring a radically expanded index”, and set 
to be a volume of 704 pages from “William Morrow & Company (15 
Sept. 2023)”, according to Amazon UK. No further details, as yet. 


+ New on Mere Orthodoxy, a long essay on “The Death and 
Immortality of Mortal Men in The Lord of the Rings“. 


* An essay on “Image and the Tree in Middle-earth” in issue 23 of 
the BFS Journal (Autumn 2022)... 


Tree-imagery “throughout Middle-earth, and how it reflects historical tree 
imagery in Europe”. 
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Are there more essays of interest in the journal? Difficult to know. 
Curiously the British Fantasy Society’s website has only one item on 
its journal’ tag, and the Site Map knows nothing about any journal. 
A Google search reveals the staff list, on which... “BFS 

Journal Editor, currently vacant”. First job for the new editor, I’d 
suggest, is a complete public list of what’s in those 23 issues and in 
earlier incarnations. 


- In France... “The Tolkien association is organising a 
symposium in the Paris region on 6th & 7th October 2023, on the 
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the translation of The Lord of the 
Rings into French”. I see the French also have online a fine 
illustrated timeline of “Tolkien on the Somme”. It’s all in HTML as a 
single page, and thus can be run through Google Translate. 


+ In Italy, a national conference on Tolkien. This event is the 
culmination of a long period in which advanced students at 
“secondary schools from eight Italian regions” studied Tolkien’s texts 
with their teachers... 


“The 17th edition of Le Vie d’Europa is dedicated to Tolkien. This 
interdisciplinary student conference was conceived and organised by the 
professional association of teachers Diesse Firenze and Toscana (Didactics 
and Scholastic Innovation). It will be held on Friday 31st March 2023. [...] 
in collaboration with the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart of Milan 
(Department of Linguistic Sciences and Foreign Literature). It has the 
patronage of the Metropolitan City of Florence, the Municipality of 
Florence, INDIRE, and the British Institute of Florence.” 


+ In the USA, a “Colloquium on developing a digital critical 
edition of Tolkien fanzines”. Note... “There will also be a [Microsoft] 
Teams option for those who prefer to attend virtually.” 29th March 
2023 was the date, but presumably the project is only just starting. 


+ In The Medieval Review, a glowing and informative book 
review of Meanings of Water in Early Medieval England (2021)... 


“the work of eleven scholars working on the cultures of medieval water. [...] 
an exemplary collection, highlighting the vibrancy of the medieval world, 
revealing a multi-sensory, complex water landscape full of swimmers, 
sailors, sea monsters, scholars, and saints. [...] one of the most cohesive and 
consistently engaging [edited collections] that I have reviewed”. 
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5k From Madrid comes a new Spanish-language open-access 
study of “A Hobbit Hole: on the habitability of fantastic 
architecture” (2022). This ably... 


“focuses on performing bio-climatic simulations that allow measuring the 
hygrothermal comfort level of buried architecture. As a case-study, ‘Bag 
End’ has been selected. How deep can natural light penetrate? What is each 
room’s average radiant temperature? Does it need mechanic ventilation?” 


Lots of pictures and floor-plans, and this is entertaining even if you 
don’t read Spanish. 


: The Cracks of Doom: Untold Tales in Middle-earth ebook is 
now available as the expanded third edition. Newly added are a full 
set of notes for The Hobbit, plus many expanded or new additions 
for The Lord of the Rings. The book now totals 28,000 words. 
Despite the many new additions, I’ve dropped the price by a dollar 
to $5.99 (about £5, depending on currency exchange-rates). If 
you've already purchased the Kindle ebook edition, then forcing a 
fresh download should bring you the new edition at no extra cost. 


+ News of a Tolkien conference in Italy organised by Eterea 
Edizioni in collaboration with the Museum of Religions ‘Raffaele 
Pettazzoni’ in Rome. The conference theme is animals in Tolkien’s 
works. The organisers are interested in Tolkien in relation to 
medieval animal traditions, fairy-tales, and animals in religion. Also 
his main animal characters and shape-shifters (such as Beorn), and 
his lesser animals (badgers, birds, ponies etc). The call for papers 
closes 30th April 2023, for the face-to-face conference on 2ist-23rd 
July 2023. Submissions must be in Italian. Further details from: 
info@etereaedizioni.com 


+ In relation to the above, note also the forthcoming “Tolkien’s 
Animals” special issue of the Journal of Tolkien Research. As I was 
typing that, it struck me that there’s very little mention of fish in 
LoTR. Despite the many streams, rivers, pools, lakes, marshes, 
oceans, bridges and boats. Where it is mentioned it’s negative: what 
poor Deagol’s doing when he’s murdered; or Gollum’s slimy/smelly 
raw food and brief fish-riddle; or a mass of eel-like tentacles surging 
toward the doors of Moria. It’s amusing to think that, had Tolkien 
been a rod-and-line fisherman as well as a pipe-smoker, we might 
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have heard just as much about the beautiful fishes of Middle-earth as 
about pipes and pipe-weed. As it is one gets the impression that, 
along with Samwise, Tolkien thought that the only good fish was a 
dead one deep-fried in batter and served with potato chips. 


+ Mises mused in February on “J.R.R. Tolkien on the danger of 
centralized political power”... 


“many libertarians unfortunately fail to call upon one of the most articulate 
critics of centralized political power with unparalleled intellectual and 
cultural influence; J.R.R. Tolkien. While Tolkien is no doubt a popular figure 
among many libertarians, [there is] an unfortunate unfamiliarity with his 
work on a deeper intellectual level” 


3 Being released in a few weeks, the journal Hither Shore No. 18: 
Tolkien und Politik — Tolkien and Politics. It appears to be a 2023 
release of a heavily delayed 2021 edition? Though the contents-list 
suggests it will have been worth the wait, with article titles such as... 


~ “An examination of Tolkien and eco-anarchism” (English) 


~ “Tolkien und die libertare kritik an staat und politik” (German. “Tolkien 
and the libertarian critique of the state and politics’) 


~ “A re-reading of the Tolkienian concept of war” (English) 
~ “Tolkien on heroism and politics” (English) 


~ Also book reviews, and what appears to be a review article on “Tolkien’s 
Artwork: publications and exhibitions in Paris”. 


+ Hither Shore No. 18 also has a review of a book I’d not heard of 
before, Gleanings from Tolkien’s Garden: Selected Essays (2020). 
Thirteen articles, four new, from the co-founder of the Dutch Tolkien 
Society. I can’t find a contents-list online, and Amazon UK thinks the 
book’s unavailable. But the above Web link is apparently the one to 
use if you’re shipping the book to an address outside the 
Netherlands. 


+ There’s a new free audiobook version of Studies in the Fairy 
Mythology of Arthurian Romance, just released on Librivox. I 
assume it’s the 1903 public domain version rather than the 1960 
version. But the latter is free on Archive.org as a scan and might be of 
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interest to Tolkien scholars. Especially those seeking a unified survey 
of the relevant 1903-1950s fairy scholarship Tolkien could have 
accessed or seen reviewed. Because the 1960. edition updated the 
1903, being a... 


“Second edition enlarged by a survey of scholarship on the fairy mythology 
since 1903 and a bibliography by Roger Sherman Loomis”. 


+ I see the documentary Tolkien’s Great War (Free Spirit Film, 
2014) is now freely available on YouTube. The 33 minute film was... 


“produced for a centenary exhibition at King Edward’s School, 
Birmingham.” 
+ Joel Wentz reviews the new book Tolkien Dogmatics (2022). 
The book is found to be an... 


“astoundingly well-researched volume [...] I do not think these insights can 
be found in any other writing on Tolkien, which itself is a remarkable 
achievement.” 


+ The Western Front Association asks “Who was “Tea-Cake’ 
Barnsley?” Their answer is in the form of an excellent long 
illustrated essay, with footnotes. 


+ New and freely available on Archive.org is the Sindarin 
Dictionary, in the form of a special issue of Hisweloke. Which seems 
to be from the early 2000s? 


+ Anew academic book from a Spanish author writing in 
English, The Atlantic as Mythical Space: An Essay on Medieval 
Ethea (2023). Nearly 300 pages and described as a scholarly... 


“study of medieval culture and its concomitant myths, legends and fantastic 
narratives as it developed along the European Atlantic seaboard. It is an 
inclusive study that touches upon early medieval Ireland, the pre-Hispanic 
Canary Islands, the Iberian Peninsula, courtly-love France and the pagan 
and the early-Christian British Isles.” 


+ Briefly appearing on the search engines in late February, a 
University of Oxford residential summer-school “The Making of 
Middle-earth: J.R.R. Tolkien and the First Age” (July 2023). The 
Merton College Web page for this vanished within a day or two. 
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Despite the chunky four-figure ticket-price, I suspect all the tickets 
sold-out in ‘a bang and a flash’. 


* Another Tolkien event has recently popped up on Google 

Search as a listing, but then vanished into 404-land. Presumably 

this UK event was also fully-booked in ‘a bang and a flash’... 
“Celebrating the 70th anniversary of J.R.R. Tolkien’s Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight lecture at the University of Glasgow (1953-2023).” 

Those are the only details now online, via the Google Search result 

snippet. 


Looking up the dates in the Chronology, I see Tolkien’s lecture was 
given in Glasgow on 15th April 1953. He left England on the 14th 
and it’s implied that, at a first-class table on the train to Scotland, 
he had to work to polish up the unfinished lecture. Unfinished 
because he had been ill over Christmas and then assailed by a triple- 
whammy of moving house, academic administration work, and 
trying to complete The Lord of the Rings. 


Afterwards he had no time to go haggis-hunting, but jumped on the 
train back to England... 
“T travelled all the way from Motherwell to Wolverhampton with a Scotch 
mother and a wee lassie [a small girl], whom I rescued from standing in the 
corridor of a packed train, and they were allowed to go ‘first’ [to sit at a 
table in the first-class carriages] without payment since I told the inspector 
I welcomed their company.” 


* Anew and long YouTube video lecture in the Vermont 
Humanities Lecture Series, which surveys ideas about “Tolkien and 
Goddess Worship” in relation to the Virgin Mary, and with the final 
third becoming a rather unconvincing hunt for valkyries. The 
lecturer is a Tolkien scholar from the University of Vermont, and 
he’s also on the board of the journal Mythlore. Though I see that 
Vermont Humanities is wholly independent of his University, being 
funded by the U.S. National Endowment for the Humanities for 
public outreach. Sound quality is excellent for the main speaker, but 
the audience questions at the end can’t be heard and are not 
summarised by the speaker. 
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+ Newly for sale by a rare book dealer, at a ridiculous four-figure 
price, 14 old Tolkien fanzines and three old journal issues. The issues 
are: Entmoot #2 to #4 (now freely online); Niekas (an APA 

perzine, now freely online), #9 to #16, #19, #20; Palantir #4 (now 
freely online); and Tolkien Journal Vol. II, 3 & 4; Vol. III, No. 2 
(1966, now freely online). 


+ Anew academic book is being trailed by the International 
Balkans University, titled Reimagining the Works of J.R.R. Tolkien. 
Amazon and Google Books know nothing about it at present. 

The University page for it doesn’t offer a table-of-contents, and none 
can be found via search. Though the page does at least state... “seven 
critical essays and one personal account” plus a foreword by Thomas 
Honegger. The volume’s editor has an essay in the book and there’s a 
public abstract for this on ResearchGate, which reveals it to be 
Jungian in approach. I also found a note from the cover artist, which 
implies that the printed book is due soon. Honegger’s list of recent 
publications has it as “2022”, but it looks to me like the book has 
slipped to spring 2023. 


+ In German, a new open-access compilation of academic 
responses on the topic of the emerging paid profession of research 
into the fantastic. Sadly the licences are confused, which may inhibit 
translation or summary for publication in English. The front page 
has the permissive “Creative Commons Attribution”, but then the 
second page has the much more restrictive “Creative Commons Non- 
Commercial Share-Alike”. 


5 “J.R.R. Tolkien and the Ethnography of the Elves”... 


“A key publication that Tolkien would have had access to is Jon 

Arnason’s Islenzkar bjodsogur og aefintyri (Icelandic folklore and fairy- 
tales), printed in Leipzig in 1862. The book contains a large collection of elf 
stories collected in the 19th century (pages 5-130), but of no less interest is 
the introductory material which reviews Icelandic information on elves and 
their characteristics, using 18th and 17th century sources as well as 
contemporary tales.” 


+ | Mythmoot X from Signum University, on the theme of 
“Homeward Bound”. 22nd-25th June 2023 at the U.S. National 
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Conference Center. The theme allows a variety of interpretations, and 
for The Lord of the Rings (my guesses) might encompass: the rarely 
discussed homeward journey from Gondor to Bree; Frodo’s changed 
sense of home after his quest; the dwarvish conception of Moria as 
ancient home; or Aragorn’s return home to Gondor and his long- 
anticipated kingship. Note online attendance at Mythmoot is 
possible... “our remote [access] team creates an excellent experience 
for our distance attenders with broadcasts”. 


+ A call for papers from Germany, for their Tolkien Seminar 2023 
on the theme of “The Visualisation of Tolkien’s Work”. The organisers 
seem most interested in visual depictions of landscapes and places, 
rather than characters. 


+ The next Annual Tolkien Lecture will be at the University of 
Birmingham, with John Garth presenting. Although Tolkien never 
attended the university in his home city, a wartime military hospital 
had been set up there in the central Great Hall. This hospital was 
where Tolkien was first brought from France. 12th May 2023 is the 
date of the Garth lecture and (if last year was anything to go by) the 
YouTube release should then be January 2024. 


* A review of The Fellowship of the Ring in Concert at Radio City 
Music Hall... 


“Howard Shore’s exemplary [movie trilogy] score was performed by the Lviv 
National Philharmonic Orchestra of Ukraine, with choir vocals provided by 
MasterVoices and Brooklyn Youth Chorus, featuring soloist Kaitlyn Lusk and 
conducted by Ludwig Wicki.” 


+ John Garth talks about working with original Tolkien source- 
materials, among other things, on the latest Prancing Pony 
Podcast (#278, 5th February 2023). 


+ I see the new book Thanks for Typing: Remembering Forgotten 
Women in History (2021) has a short ten-page section titled “Edith 
Tolkien in the eye of the beholder”. I then found there was a very brief 
review-note in a recent Mythlore on this, which called this section a 
“sound” survey of how Edith was understood in public forms such as 
a memoirs, biographies and (now) cinema. What little can be had of it 
via Google Books suggests it’s indeed a useful survey of her later 
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stereotypical and fannish incarnations, as “Romantic Heroine”, 
“Unhappy Ever After”, “Proud and Opinionated Princess”, etc. 


+ Along sample of an ElevenLabs TTS Tolkien AI narrator voice. 
Not bad, a little ‘Indian English’ in places, but very listenable. It 
sounds almost as if they trained this AI voice on the 

official LoTR audiobook narrator and then trained that against 
readings by a similarly very refined high-caste Indian English- 
speaker. The disadvantage with these new AI TTS voices is that (so 
far) none can be produced offline and they require monthly paid 
subscriptions. For offline you'd still need to use the old-school TSS 
voices (the abandonware IVONA 2 Brian, British, is still the best 
such) and then in the Balabolka software you’d hand-craft various 
XML tags that control and shape how a TTS voice talks. 


+ Another AI voice demo, this time of AI-cloned Stephen 

Fry narrating The Hobbit. Impressive, and it’s from the Poland- 
based ElevenLabs again. A good demo, but if I plan to spend 8-12 
hours or more with an audiobook I'll still want it read by a human. 
Because I know that after ten minutes you get the aural equivalent of 
sea-sickness, even with these new AI TTS voices. 


But that said, there are millions of good books which will never be an 
audiobook in any other way, and we're only at the very beginning of 
the AI revolution. The results will get even better by 2024, 2025... 
and all the moaning and hand-wringing and EU ‘bans’ in the world 
won't stop that from happening now. Of course, I do recall an 
account of Tolkien ‘casting the demons out’ of an early dict-a-phone 
machine (an early form of voice-recorder) before he would speak 
into it... so it’s highly unlikely he would have approved of such 
things. But they’re here to stay now. 


+ It appears that the pleasing 1975 Frank Frazetta Lord of the 
Rings Portfolio is back in print(?). Certainly $80 seems remarkably 
low, if what’s being offered is really one of the original 1975 run of 
the portfolio. ’m assuming a reprint facsimile? Anyway the prints 
are b&w pen and ink drawings and are not too far from how I see the 
story, apart from his early-1970s ‘glam mag’ style Eowyn. 
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+ Did Tolkien’s Aunt Jane own a cottage on Dartmoor, Devon, in 
the early 1923? An old ad I found in Country Life suggests she did... 


BRalaxe. Saw 7 BMIITCeSD per VOUUCK. Apply " WMLInMEAL r. 
Auctioneers, Chichester. 


ARTMOOR.,—Furnished COTTAGE to LET, May, 

June, July, also part September and October: three 

bedrooms, three sitting rooms; 3 guineas weekly.—Address, 
Dormston Manor Farm, Inkberrow, Worcestershire. 


From Country Life magazine, 21st April 1923, ads supplement page 
xlii. Tolkien’s Aunt Jane had moved to Dormston Manor farm in 
1922 after “living briefly in Devon” (Reader’s Guide) and had re- 
named the farm “Bag End’ based on an old name for part of the 
immediate area. Tolkien came to visit the farm in 1923, seemingly in 
July, once she’d settled in and when he had fully recovered from 
severe pneumonia. 


Given the above advert I think it’s fairly safe to assume that this 
Dartmoor cottage was the same place in Devon she is known to have 
been “briefly” living in 1922. It was evidently on Dartmoor rather 
than on the coast, and she later she let it out for parts of the 
summer. It sounds quite sizeable and habitable, enough to let out as 
a 1920s holiday-let. 1923 was the time when the new-fangled 
‘automobiles” and motorised charabancs took off, bringing remote 
places within reach, so she was prescient in anticipating this new 
business opportunity. 


+ Schreiner University presents the Margaret Syers Lecture for 
2023, Dr. Martin Lockerd on “The Stolen Gift: Tolkien and the 
Problem of Suicide”. To be given on 28th April 2023 in Texas. 


+ My own new blog post on “On Stocc and Stoke”, with some 
reference to Tolkien and LoTR. 


# “The Repair Shop applauded for ‘astonishing’ restoration” of 
letters from J.R.R. Tolkien. These being... 
“two notebooks with the letters, taken to bookbinder Chris Shaw who was 


able to work his own form of magic to revive the notes, which had fallen 
into disrepair after 55 years.” 
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+ Published at the start of February, the new book Tolkien’s 
Library: An Annotated Checklist: Second Edition Revised and 
Expanded. A simultaneous release in hardback, paperback and 
Kindle ebook. 


+ On Archive.org, free to borrow, J.R.R. Tolkien: a descriptive 
bibliography (1993). This is an out-of-print table-trembler of 434 
pages. The book is deemed ‘collectable’, and thus appears to be 
effectively unavailable to scholars except for free at Archive.org. 
Sadly it may not be free much longer, unless Archive.org win their 
U.S. legal appeal over online book borrowing. 


+ Newly announced at the Avila Institute, SSF279: Healing the 
Imagination: A Reading Course in The Lord of the Rings. Dates are 
“to be decided” but, judging by its position on the course-list, 
summer 2023 seems likely. Avila is a legitimate ‘Catholic online 
studies’ teaching service, with a global reach. 


* A one-hour video from the “Tolkien et le 

monotheisme” conference in May 2022. On YouTube, with auto- 

translation of sub-titles to English. The conference was... 
“organised by the CUFR of Dembeni in its amphitheatre. The conference is 
entitled ‘Tolkien and Monotheism: Religion in the life and work of J.R.R. 
Tolkien" ... “though the Catholic religion had a preponderant place in the 
life of the writer, his writing nevertheless reveals a cosmogony not simply 
reducable to this monotheistic religion.” 


+ New unseen Tolkien family photos, early 1930s. Tolkien 
himself is not seen, and presumably was the one behind the camera. 
The discoverer of the pictures says.... “Ill be sending high-res 
versions over to the Bodleian shortly”, but has kindly posted low-res 
versions on Reddit. Tolkien is known to have gone to Lamorna Cove 
in 1932, but there’s no way these pictures show Cornwall. The scene 
could be anywhere on a lowland English river, south of the Peak and 
east of Exeter. Though the distinctive waterside thatched boathouse, 
boat-type and willow-pollarding might be cross-referenced to a 
postcard, and thus the location identified. My guess would be to 
start looking around Evesham, where his brother was living. 
Possibly on the River Stour over in Worcestershire or near Oxford. 
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Left: Crop from a newly-discovered set of Tolkien 
' family photo from the 1930s. Can this boat-house, and 
thus the location, be discovered? Above: ‘Bag End’ 
buildings and farmyard, seen circa the 1960s. 


* And also seen above, I found online a “family photo” of “Bag 
End’ made by a later owner. Uploaded 2018 by a descendent, and 
seemingly un-noticed by Tolkien historians. Regrettably a very poor 
and small picture, possibly taken out of an 8mm cine-reel by the 
look of it, with an ND grad filter on the lens. The above is about the 
best I can do with it in Photoshop. Definitely not a pristine glass- 
plate picture, but better than the source. My guess at a date would 
be post-war, maybe the later 1960s? There are of course many half- 
timbered buildings dotted about Dormston. But for confirmation of 
the site, cross-reference with the pictures of the real ‘Bag End’ at the 
Tolkien Library. 


+ A book from late last summer, and new to me, The Road to 
Fair Elfland: Tolkien On Fairy-stories: An Extended 


Commentary (September 2022). This appears to offer the text 
with... 


“references to Tolkien’s precedents and sources for the themes he treated in 
his essay” and also examples of how the famous essay “proved to be 
influential or even ahead of its time in the decades following” 
The book is on the Kindle, so the free 10% ebook sample should 
allow you to read the complete preface. 
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+ Kent State University Press has announced the book To Rule 
the Fate of Many: Truth, Lies, Pity and the Ring of 

Power (forthcoming). Thankfully it appears to be nothing to do 
with That Recent TV Series, despite using a similar name. It seems 
to consider how... 


“Tolkien could encompass in his sympathy Christian religion and pagan 
mythology” and thus was able to craft a dynamic place in which he could 
deeply consider “truth, lies, pity” and bring them “onward to a more 
philosophical and theological treatment”. 


+ Anew 2023 review of a work on trees, in An Anthology of 
Iberian Scholarship on Tolkien (2022). “Iberian” here means both 
Portuguese and Spanish. The review is in German, but the page is 
in HTML and thus easily auto-translated. 
“Simonson [examines] the function of the trees on the continents of 
Valinor and Numenor, in which beauty and utility are combined. [...] only 


the balance between materialism and aestheticization can guarantee a 
responsible approach to nature.” 


+  Acall for chapters for the book Theology, Religion, 

and Dungeons & Dragons. Relevant to Tolkien, given the formative 
influence that LoTR had on Gary Gygax’s original classic D&D role- 
playing game. The now-passed deadline was 15th February 2023, 
with the chapter to be submitted by the end of the summer. It 
sounds like we might get the book in spring 2024? 


+ From Country Life magazine, rare images of J.R.R. 

Tolkien from 1961. Regrettably the magazine has sandwiched the 
online article with an unexpected auto-playing video of a mass of 
crawling insects. All video on the magazine’s site can be perma- 
blocked, by pasting the following to your uBlock Origin ‘My Filters’ 
block-list in your Web browser... 


! https://www.countrylife.co.uk 
http://www.countrylife.co.uk##.jwplayer-margin-bottom.jwplayer-container 


Or, if you want to perma-block all such nonsense in their online 
articles, videos or not... 


! https://www.countrylife.co.uk 
http://www.countrylife.co.uk##.injection 
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2 On the BBC in January 2023... 


“Russell Kane and his guests discuss whether the writer [Tolkien] 

was evil or genius.” 
Seriously. Evil. That’s their blurb. For BBC Radio Four. And they 
wonder why few pay any attention to the BBC these days. 


+ An update on Signum University Press. The Press is barely six 
months old, but now has a firm slate for 2023 and beyond. In 
Tolkien studies there’s news of the book Cardinal Vices of Middle- 
earth (September 2023), a new “comparative analysis of the role of 
chosen vices and virtues” from a Catholic perspective; and “An 
interview series with Verlyn Flieger” the venerable Tolkien scholar. 


+  Tolkien’s Mythic Meaning: The Reader’s Ontological 
Encounters in The Lord of the Rings. A 2020 thesis for the 
University of Manchester, now available online. 


“There is no telling how stories will resonate, but their lastingness affirms 
their significance to the human imagination. Readers experience LoTR at a 
‘different stage of the imagination’ whereby religious sensibility may be 
awakened by virtue of its mythos. This thesis explores how and why LoTR 
can awaken a reader’s ‘religious sense’ and lead to personal life formation”. 


+ A casting-call for Fellowship: Tolkien & Lewis... “an upcoming 
limited [screen] series, based on the friendship, faith, and fantasy of 
C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien.” Filming in London in early spring 
2023, and the call had a rather tight deadline. In late February there 
was also a call for VFX specialists, which revealed it would be an 
online mini-series. 


Some of the scenes have also been detailed in the casting-calls, 
which gives a flavour of the script and production... 


“A brief scene where JRR Tolkien enters Middle-earth in his imagination 
and sees the Fellowship of the Ring (all except Gandalf) run past — we are 
looking for Frodo, Sam, Merry, Pippin, Aragorn, Boromir, Legolas, and 
Gimli.” 

“To appear in two scenes. One scene where they follow a young C.S. Lewis 
out of the trenches and into No Man's Land. The second is in the injured 
soldiers’ ward.” 


At a guess, a possible release in the autumn of 2023? 


2023 
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+ Wheaton University has published its list of summer school 
2023 courses. Includes “The Makings of Middle Earth: Creation, 
Creativity, and J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings“, and the 
“Otherworlds of Imagination in C.S. Lewis”. The courses seem to be 
aimed at regional students who want a long taster of what the 
university can offer. But which region? I had to look up “Wheaton, 
IL”, and it turns out that this well-known university is located on the 


edge of the city of Chicago. 


+ Back home in the UK... more PR piffle for bamboozled 
tourists, from the city of Birmingham. The Birmingham University 


tower... “is famously believed to have been the inspiration for the 
tower of Orthanc, the black tower of Isengard”. Oh dear. Will the city 
ever learn that there’s a really moving true story to tell about Tolkien 
and Birmingham? They don’t have to make it up. 


Titles of recent or forthcoming 
books, to be found noted above: 


Tolkien, The Battle of Maldon: together with The 
Homecoming of Beorhtnoth. 


A new edition of the Letters from J.R.R. Tolkien, 
“featuring a radically expanded index”. 


Tolkien’s Library: An Annotated Checklist: 
Second Edition Revised and Expanded. 


The Cracks of Doom: Untold Tales in Middle- 
earth (new third edition). 


Pity, Power, and Tolkien’s Ring: To Rule the Fate 
of Many. 


Cardinal Vices of Middle-earth. 
Reimagining the Works of J.R.R. Tolkien. 


Gleanings from Tolkien’s Garden: Selected 
Essays. 


The Road to Fair Elfland: Tolkien On Fairy- 
stories: An Extended Commentary. 


Hither Shore No. 18 : Tolkien und Politik — 
Tolkien and Politics. 


“Tolkien’s Animals”, a forthcoming special issue 
of the Journal of Tolkien Research. 


J.R.R. Tolkien in Central Europe: Context, 
Directions, and the Legacy. 


An Anthology of Iberian Scholarship on Tolkien. 


The Atlantic as Mythical Space: An Essay on 
Medieval Ethea. 


Meanings of Water in Early Medieval England. 


Theology, Religion, and Dungeons & Dragons. 


Sur les Traces de Tolkien et de Limaginaire 
Medieval (‘In the Footsteps of Tolkien and the 
Medieval Imagination’) (Exhibition catalogue). 


Tolkien: Lighting Up The Darkness. (Graphic 
novel in English). 
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: Tree & Star: Tolkien and the Quest for Earendel (2022), my 
book of 200,000 words of deep scholarship on the young Tolkien 
and the mysterious Anglo-Saxon word earendel, from which sprang 
his Legendarium. Available now as an ebook, via Gumroad. 
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GALLERY: AT EXETER COLLEGE 


Rell 


MM Parkers fig 
Bookshop 


SSS 


EXETER COLLECE1OXFORD, 
Bishop of LXE TER&Treasurer 
BWRefounded, Str William Petre 


es) Founde bu Walter 


Publithed by Edmund Hort Newsy Worcester Place: Oxqford: AD 3915 Reprotiuced ix Phat: 


2023 TOLKIEN GLEANINGS 33 


Picture: Pen and ink 
isometric “eagle’s eye” 
view of Tolkien’s 
Exeter College as it 
was in 1915. 


By Edmund Hort New, 
1915. From his new 
series of 24 plates of 
Oxford Colleges issued 
under the general title 
of “The New Loggan”, 
after David Loggan’s 
Oxima Illustrata of 
1675. Born in Evesham, 


Rar} 


G Hort New had trained 
BS. at the Birmingham 
: Municipal School of 
: Art, later moving to 
x Oxford in 1905. A little further away to the right corner of 
uf Note the dno tee ie Hort New’s plan — though not seen on it — 
eS the Fellows Cacdeain is the Radcliffe Camera, visible from the 
‘ he topiieheerine Fellows Garden. The above engraving 
ES Hoan indicates the effect of the building on the 
Collese ibeanuetiy: Garden. Below we see a later painted 
LRAT TS postcard view, with the fellows having an 


outdoors meeting in summer in their 


opening onto this lawn. ; 
P 6 academic gowns and hats. 


gravure Gy Emery Walker: 
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BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF EXETER COLL 
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The setting for the Burne-Jones tapestry version of “The Star of 
Bethlehem”, Exeter College Chapel. Circa 1910s. The painted version was in 
Tolkien’s home city, a centrepeice in the Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery there. 
Though usually hung with curtains at Exeter to protect from fading, it seems likely 
that Tolkien saw this large angelic tapestry at least once while at the College. 


Be 


a 
: 


Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery c. 1911, painted version on display. 
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Vernon Howe Bailey, main gate and clock at Exeter College. Tolkien and 
other students of his year group were later photographed on the steps, with 
Tolkien above them and clinging to one of the thick coiling foliage stems. 


Inset: ‘The Fig Tree’ postcard, Exeter College. 
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Above: Dining Hall of Exeter College, Oxford, by Pugin. Opposite: a photograph 
of the Dining Hall, largely unchanged. But with student benches arrayed and the 
addition of curving side gas-lamps for extra illumination at meal-times. Possibly 
also with a lino floor to protect the floor-tiling seen above? 
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Left: William Morris 
reading a Very Long 
Poem to Burne-Jones, at 
Exeter College. Drawing 
by Burne-Jones himself. 
They were friends and 
undergraduates at 
Exeter College, Oxford, 
and would have together 
formed something of an 
creative exemplar for the 
young Tolkien. Like 
Tolkien, Burne-Jones 
was a Birmingham lad 
and a visual artist. 
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ON MORLOCKS 


TOLKIEN AND THE TIME MACHINE 


he recent essay by H.L. 
Spencer, “The mystical 
philology of J.R.R. 
Tolkien and Sir Israel 
Gollancz: monsters and 
critics” (Tolkien Studies, 2017) 
establishes that in the 1920s 
Tolkien knew of The Time 
Machine, the seminal science- 
fiction novel by H.G. Wells. The 
evidence for Tolkien having been 
familiar with the famous novel is 
that he wrote a poem in circa 1927 
which satirised the fearsomeness 
of “exalted” academics by 
describing them in proto-Gollum 
terms. The similarity is evident in 
both their person and their 
topography, since they live 
underground and beyond the 
“Morlock Mountains”. The thinly 
veiled reference here being, of 
course, to the Morlocks — the 
devolved subterranean ‘feasters of 
the far-future’ who are depicted in 
Wells’s The Time Machine. 


Tolkien’s amusing pre-war poem 
was titled “Knocking at the Door” 
and subtitled: “Lines Induced by 


Sensation When Waiting for an 
Answer at the Door of an Exalted 
Academic Person”. It was 
published 18th February 1937 

in The Oxford Magazine (page 
403, credited to ‘Oxymore’, a play 
on the words ‘Oxford’ and 
‘oxymoron’). The 1962 version is 
online on YouTube, in several 
readings, and is also at the Tolkien 
Gateway in text form. Here are the 
final verses... 


The cellars where the Mewlips sit 
Are deep and dank and cold 
With single sickly candle lit; 

And there they count their gold. 


Their walls are wet, their ceilings drip; 
Their feet upon the floor 

Go softly with a squish-flap-flip, 

As they sidle to the door. 


They peep out slyly; through a crack 
Their feeling fingers creep, 

And when they ve finished, in a sack 
Your bones they take to keep. 


Beyond the Merlock Mountains, a long 
and lonely road, 

Through the spider-shadows and the 
marsh of Tode, 

And through the wood of hanging 
trees and gallows-weed, 

You go to find the Mewlips — and the 
Mewlips feed. 
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The similarity to “flap-flip” 
footed Gollum, in his bone- 
strewn cave deep under the 
mountains, should be obvious. 


It’s then interesting to consider if 
Gollum could have started off as 
a prototype as early as 1927 and 
in the form of a satire on slippery 
student-gobbling “exalted” 
academics. If so, was there a 
single academic Tolkien might 
have had in mind? H.L. 
Spencer’s essay ably explores the 
possibility that the academic 
Tolkien might have had in mind 
was his long-time rival for the 
text of Sir Gawain, Sir Israel 
Gollancz. But he finds the 
evidence for this rather vague, 
and offers some counter- 
evidence on Tolkien’s sentiments 
at the time. 


It’s initially difficult to tell, 
without seeing the original 
poem. For instance, was “And 
there they count their gold.” in 
the 1937 original? Or was it 
something more academic and to 
do with penmanship, like “And 
there they scratch so bold.”? 
After some effort I tracked down 
the original Oxford Magazine 
poem in the back of an edition of 
Tom Bombadil. No, it turns out 
that the “count their gold” line 
wasn’t in the 1927/37 poem. 
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It can also be found as “The 
Mewlips” in The Adventures of 
Tom Bombadil (1962). 
The J.R.R. Tolkien Companion & 
Guide comments on the later 
version of the poem, that... 
“Knocking at the Door seems to 
be a comment on the trepidation 
of a student calling on a 
professor; transformed into The 
Mewlips and divorced from its 
original meaning, it is a work 
purely of mood and 
imagination.” 
To be specific, it was re-titled, 
stripped of its explanatory sub- 
title and re-worked for children, 
and thus rather tamed. 


H.L. Spencer usefully comments 
in a footnote in the essay, that 
both the early versions feature 
the Mountains... 
“The Mewlips are later said to 
live beyond the ‘Merlock 
Mountains’; in the original 
[1927/1937] version, these are 
the ‘Morlock Mountains’, 
referring to H.G. Wells’s 
cannibalistic underground 
creatures’. 


I'd add that this shift from 
Morlock to Merlock also shifts 
the register from the Biblical 
(Morlock recalls Moloch) to the 
Arthurian (Merlock recalls 
Merlin). I’ve discussed the 
Biblical Moloch link at length, in 
my recent book on the genesis 
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of The Time Machine by Wells. 
As I’ve abundantly shown in my 
book, Wells was evidently 
fascinated by Moses and Moloch 
worship around this time and 
played this into his first great 
work of fiction. One then has to 
suspect that the Catholic Tolkien 
easily spotted that Wells was 
quietly referencing Moses and 
the diabolical Moloch worship 
throughout The Time Machine, 
and would thus have puzzled out 
the subtle re-uses of such Biblical 
elements. 


In which case he well knew that 
Morlock must recall Moloch for 
the Bible-versed fellows of 
Oxford who would read his poem 
in The Oxford Magazine in the 
later 1930s. This would then key 
the poem’s theme to the similar 
and then well-known forms of 
Moloch worship in the ancient 
world. 


This can then be seen to tie in 
with certain other aspects of the 
information given in H. L. 
Spencer’s essay. Even, I would 
further add, with a certain 
gruesome later development in 
Gollum’s back-story among the 
woodsmen of Mirkwood — as 
found in the information given 
by Gandalf to Frodo early in The 
Lord of the Rings. 
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Finally, there is a curious bit of 
historical syncronicity to be 
glimpsed here. Tolkien’s 
apparent reading of The Time 
Machine, if in perhaps circa 
1924/25, would have been 
closely paralleled by H.P. 
Lovecraft reading The Time 
Machine for the first time in New 
York during November 1924. 
This was a rather late reading for 
Lovecraft. He thought of Wells as 
a canting socialist, which he was 
by the 1920s, and thus did not 
read the great novel of 1895 until 
a young acolyte urged him to do 
SO. 


It is somewhat strange to think 
of these two masters as being 
such ‘contemporaries in horror’, 
in that way. Shortly after 
experiencing the tale of the 
underground cannibalistic 
Morlocks, Lovecraft would write 
the pulp story “The Horror at 
Red Hook” (underground, child 
sacrifice), and Tolkien would 
write the poem “Knocking at the 
Door” (underground, student- 
eating). 


Further reading: H.L. Spencer, “The 
mystical philology of J.R.R. Tolkien and 
Sir Israel Gollancz: monsters and 


critics”, Tolkien Studies, Volume 
14, 2017. 
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The Cracks of Doom: Untold Tales in Middle-earth (2019). A book of 28,000 
words which identifies and details the ‘Untold Tales’ in Middle-earth, pointing out 
the ‘cracks’ where new fan-fiction might be developed. There is also an expanded 
ebook version. A third edition, now available in 2023, also covers The Hobbit. 


2023 


TOLKIEN GLEANINGS 44 


JOINT REVIEW: 


PROVERBS, PIPES & PLANTS 


David Rowe, The Proverbs of Middle- 
earth, 1981 Books, 2017. (Second 
edition). 


Barbara Strachey, Journeys of Frodo: 
An Atlas of J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord 
of the Rings, Harper Collins, 1981. 


Dinah Hazell, The Plants of Middle- 
earth: Botany and Sub-creation, Kent 
State University Press, 2014. 


Mark Erwin, Pipe Smoking In Middle- 
earth, Lulu.com, September 2022. 
(Third edition). 

There are now many books 
which can help one in “filling up 
the corners” of Middle-earth, as 
a hobbit might say. Here I 
briefly note a choice selection of 
four such books. 


The Proverbs of Middle-earth 
can be had as an affordable 
ebook costing a little over £2. 
The delivered book is rather 
more substantial than its price 
might suggest, having several 
hundred pages. It is perhaps 
best to start at the back, where 
one will find the proverbs, 
distinctive sayings and ‘might 
be’ proverbs all carefully 
tabulated by race and again by 


the order in which they occur in 
the tale that is The Hobbit / The 
Lord of the Rings. Then one 
might trot back to the front of 
the book, to enjoy the excellent 
and clear writing as the author 
takes the reader through the 
proverbs for each character and 
race, explicating as he goes the 
ways in which they might arise 
from the wisdom, lore and oral 
traditions of each one. Even, in 
some cases, as with hobbits, 
outlining the different views of 
things taken by various sub- 
groups and tribes. I could not 
fault his knowledge of the facts 
and peoples of Middle-earth. 


Though I must say that I did not 
agree that every choice made 
was a wisdom ‘proverb’ as I 
might understand it. I would 
have marked only about half of 
them as proverbs, perhaps less. 
But the author counters such 
quibbles from picky readers 
with a table which teases apart 
all the different kinds of 
proverbs, and he gives us his 
examples. 
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Journeys of Frodo is an excellent 
map-book companion to a re- 
reading of The Lord of the Rings, 
after one has formed one’s own 
pictures of the landscape. I would 
suggest this for most readers, as 
a friendlier and design-matched 
alternative to the more academic 
Atlas of Middle-earth. 


On each spread of the book, 
Strachey’s short text is followed 
by a scale map beautifully drawn 
by her in something approaching 
the ‘Tolkien style’. These pleasing 
and clear maps are in black and 
white with red, and each one 
traces a part of the tale. Any 
assumptions or infilling of 
knowledge, used to create the 
map, is fully explained. The maps 
are presented more or less in the 
sequence that one would read 
The Lord of the Rings. 


Regrettably this book is now 
‘collectable’ and thus costly, and 
it lacks a recent reprinting which 
might help to lower the prices 
being asked. It deserves a re- 
issue so that more can enjoy it in 
paper. Highly recommended. 


The Plants of Middle-earth is a 
sumptious and delightful book, 
and is definitely not to be 
confused with the recent and 
rather dour and dry book Flora 
of Middle-earth (2017). 
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The more cheery Plants of 
Middle-earth has delightful 
colour illustrations, from four 
expert botanical illustrators. The 
writing is clear, though some 
level of padding becomes obvious 
immediately. For instance the 
reader finds they must first wade 
through page after page of all the 
hobbit flower child-names being 
explained — such as “Daisy 
Gamgee’ and ‘Daisy Boffin’ etc. 


Still, once past that section on 
flower-names there are 
substantial chapters to follow: ‘A 
Botanical Tour of Middle-earth’; 
‘Tthilien: The Garden of Gondor’; 
and ‘Forests and Trees’. There is 
also a short chapter noting some 
instances of ‘Restoration and 
Recovery’, which might have 
been longer. As might the 
bibliography, since there are few 
items of Tolkien scholarship 
listed. Even Erwin’s Pipe- 
Smoking in Middle-earth is 
missing here, which has much to 
say about pipe-weed. 


Pipe Smoking in Middle-earth is 
now in a third edition, available 
only from the author. A slim 
book, it nevertheless identifies all 
instances of smoking in LoTR 
and The Hobbit, and brings a 
wealth of increasingly obscure 
real-world pipe-lore to bear. @ 
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A FEW NOTES: 


EARLY ITEMS FOUND IN CILLI 


I had a chance to peruse Oronzo 
Cilli’s excellent new second 
edition of his book Tolkien’s 
Library: An Annotated Checklist 
(2023). Here are a few of the 
early items I especially noted: 


1912. Halldor Hermannsson’s 
third Bibliography of the 
mythical-heroic sagas. One 
would have expected to find 
some of the historical atlases 
from this late-Edwardian period, 
but they’re not listed. 


1914. Tolkien borrows the hefty 
journal Anglia: Zeitschrift fur 
englische Philologie in Vol. IX 
(1886). This German journal is 
devoted to philology dealing with 
English material. A little digging 
shows me that the main volume 
has Liebermann on “Gerefa”, this 
being the history of the tradition 
of the local English sheriff, and 
Sherrazin on “Beowulf and 
Kynewulf” (aka Cynewulf). 


1915. One of his Oxford Exams 
was on the Prose Edda. Also Old 
English texts, part of The 
Amazons and The Voyages of 


Ohthere and Wulfstan. 


1921. John Masefield’s Reynard 
the Fox (1921). Not, as it turns 
out from my quick perusal, the 
classic medieval tale of the wily 
anti-hero. Rather, a long modern 
poem on English fox hunting. 


1922. Acquires the Book of 
Taliesin (Facsimile and text) by 
John Gwenogvryn Evans. Dated 
“1910” in Tolkien’s Library, but 
Celli has not discovered that the 
volume was issued in 1916, 
although dated on the title page 
as “1910”. Tolkien had many 
other books by Evans, but 
apparently not his companion 
volume of translations Poems 
from the Book of Taliesin (also 
1916), which would have given 
him far easier access to the 
gnomic poem “The Battle of the 
Trees’ (centring on ent-like trees 
marching into battle). 


1922. Tolkien had a copy of E.R. 
Eddison’s The Worm Ouroboros, 
perhaps in the “very limited” first 
edition of 1922. He also had 
Eddison’s Egil’s Saga (1930). 
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On “bobbing and puffing” in The 
Hobbit: 


The Hobbit, said of Bilbo... 


“As soon as I clapped eyes on the little 
fellow bobbing and puffing on the mat, 
Thad my doubts.” 


From The Eve of St. Agnes: A Novel 
(1831)... 


“then what puffing and blowing, what 
bobbing and courtesying, to each 
visiter, as they made their 

entrance” [into the Ball Room]. 


On real “mathoms”: 
From The Lord of the Rings... 


“The Mathom-house it was called; for 
anything that Hobbits had no 
immediate use for, but were unwilling 
to throw away, they called a mathom. 
Their dwellings were apt to become 
rather crowded with mathoms, and 
many of the presents that passed from 
hand to hand were of that sort.” [...] 
“Not, of course, that the birthday- 
presents were always new; there were 
one or two old mathoms of forgotten 
uses that had circulated all around the 
district” 


One of the lighthearted jibes that 
Staffordshire folk had for their 
Shropshire neighbors, given in Folklore 
(Transactions of the Folk-Lore Society), 
Vol. XX, 1909... 


“That’s a Shropshire present, giving 
away what you don’t want 

yourself.” (said by M.N., at Norbury, 
Staffordshire, 1888). 


TOLKIEN GLEANINGS 47 


Colophon { 


Fonts used: Larken Italic for 
the cover masthead, Accanthis 
for cover straplines and 
interior headings, and Georgia 
12pt for the body text. 


Tolkien Gleanings is made in 
the city of Stoke-on-Trent, 
North Staffordshire. Only 
available in PDF form, best 
read on a 10” digital tablet. 


The magazine is produced 
with Microsoft Publisher on 
Windows 7. Printed to PDF 
from Publisher, thus retaining 
Web links. Print to: 6” x 9”. 


Base auto-colorisation for the 
various pictures by Palette.fm, 
then finished by hand in 
Photoshop 2018. 


Postcards via eBay and 
PicClick, rectified, cleaned. 


Web links have been extracted 
from the final PDF and then 
tested for viability with the 
Screaming Frog SEO software. 
Any obviously 404 broken 
Web links were then fixed. 
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Search, Google Scholar, JURN 
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